
CATHOLIC PARISH OF OUR LADY AND ST EDMUND HUNSTANTON, WITH ST CECILIA 

DERSINGHAM 

SUBMISSION TO THE CONSULTATION WITH THE LAITY ON THE SACRAMENTAL AND PASTORAL 

PROVISION IN THE DIOCESE OF EAST ANGLIA 

Dear Bishop Peter, 

Thank you for the opportunity for our parish to reflect upon and feed this back to you on the 

pastoral and sacramental future in our Diocese.  We hope this is found to be useful. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Parish of Hunstanton has welcomed the opportunity to reflect on how things have changed 

over the last decades and how they might change further in the next ten years. 

The three consultation questions prompted 32 responses, from individuals or families, and three 

focus groups (one face to face and two hybrid meetings). The process was undertaken over two 

months between November and January. Many parishioners needed nurturing encouragement to 

prepare and submit a response. To give some context to this:   

- People found the questions difficult.  
- Some people found the process unfamiliar—the idea of being asked, and of putting their views  
   alongside others. 
- There were/are fears about what the prospect of change means for our future and our faith. 
- The process exposed our vulnerabilities as well as our aspirations. 
- For some, it was difficult to process and reconcile others’ views.  
- There are hopes that although the process is difficult it could bring us to a positive outcome. 

We have anchored our prayer, reflection, and response in the three pillars of synodality, so have 

approached each question in the light of these. 

From these responses and meetings certain themes have emerged. The document below 

captures those themes, first in summary and then in more detail, summarised from the 

responses. The document is  more a collection of views, not always in agreement, than a 

conclusive synthesis. At the same time, we have approached this in a spirit of encounter, not 

expecting to always agree on the way forward, but knowing that, following the practice of the 

recent Synod on Synodality, we can listen to each other and learn what is the will of the Holy 

Spirit for us as the local Church community and as part of the larger particular Diocesan Church.   

The range of responses has demonstrated the vast range of experiences of being Catholic that 

come together to form our community, as well as the range of knowledge, understanding and 

spirituality to be found in our parish.  

Many of the thoughts, concerns and ideas shared in the responses provoked questions: some 

demonstrating lack of knowledge of what is possible / permitted, others relating to how to fulfil 

a desire for learning and catechesis; yet others related to a desire for imaginative and less 

obvious options to address the challenges facing us. 

Each theme presented therefore includes some questions that emerged from our efforts to 

respond prayerfully and critically to the consultation exercise.  

We hope this document reflects the depth of reflection that has gone into producing it, and we 

thank you for the opportunity and impetus that this consultation has generated within our parish 

community.



 

 

 

 

 

 

                          
                              
                               
                               
                               
                                 
                             
                               
                            
                              
                                   
                               
                            
          

                             
                      
                               
              

          
                       

                
                        
                   

            
                 

      

                
                                           

                           



 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
                                             
                   
                               

                                    
                                               

                  
                                             

                                               
      

                                              
                                       

                     
                          
                                           

                                                

                                               
        
                                                   

           
                       

                                               
                                              

                      
                                             

                                             
                    
                                                      
                                                   

                                     
                            
                            



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

          
                

                 
          

           

            
                     

                
        

                    
      

                
                                    

                     

          

                                    
                                 
                                  
                                 
                                 
                           
                             
                                 
                                  
                               
                                
                    

                             
                       
                                 
                               
               

                                             
                               
                                       
                                         
                                    
                                           
            

                           



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CONCLUSION 

As a parish community and as individuals, we have noticed that this consultation process has 

generated a welcome energy; and we notice a determination to ensure that this energy is 

maintained and continues to grow, beyond just this exercise. Despite doubts and concerns that 

continue to emerge, we express confidence and hope that we will be enabled as a community to 

continue to come together to celebrate our faith; and to be continually better equipped to 

participate in building up the body of Christ by professing our faith and by fraternal living.  

 

 

Signed:                                     

       Patricia Barkess          Paul Mulligan 

(representative Steering Group members) 

On behalf of the parishioners of our Parish 

 

 

 


